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ABSTRACT— Oral literature—encompassing folktales,

proverbs, songs, narratives, and performative
recitations—constitutes a foundational medium through
which linguistic minority communities articulate cultural
values, historical memories, and social norms. Its
dynamic nature allows it to adapt to shifting sociopolitical
contexts while preserving continuity with ancestral
wisdom. This study examines how oral literature
functions as an indigenous mechanism for conflict
resolution among linguistic minorities, focusing on its
capacity to generate empathy, reinforce communal
norms, and provide nonviolent frameworks for
addressing disputes. Drawing upon interdisciplinary
scholarship in anthropology, sociolinguistics, and peace
studies, the research employs a qualitative methodology
that integrates narrative analysis of recorded oral texts
with  semi-structured interviews conducted  with
community elders and customary mediators. Through
comparative case studies of three distinct minority
contexts—the Nuba Mountains of Sudan, the Mapuche of
southern Chile, and the Koro speakers in India—findings
demonstrate that oral literature plays multiple
interconnected roles: as a diagnostic tool that frames the
origins and contours of conflict, as a pedagogical device
that models restorative practices, and as a performative
space where communal values are enacted and reinforced.
Participants report that invoking specific stories or
proverbs at the outset of mediation sessions often
establishes a shared moral framework, facilitating
voluntary restitution and reconciliation without recourse

to formal legal institutions. The study further identifies

challenges to the vitality of these traditions—particularly
language shift, urban migration, and the encroachment of
dominant national languages—while highlighting nascent
revitalization efforts through community radio, school
curricula, and digital archiving initiatives. The research
underscores the importance of safeguarding oral
traditions as intangible cultural heritage and advocates
for policy measures that integrate indigenous conflict-

resolution practices into broader peacebuilding agendas.
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INTRODUCTION

Linguistic minority communities worldwide contend with a
range of sociocultural and political pressures that can
generate intergroup tensions, resource-based disputes, and

intra-community conflicts. In contexts where access to formal
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legal systems is constrained by language barriers,
discrimination, or geographic isolation, many minority
groups have long relied on indigenous, nonformal methods of
dispute resolution rooted in their own cultural heritage.
Foremost among these is oral literature—defined broadly to
include folktales, proverbs, songs, chants, and dramatic
narratives—which serves both as an aesthetic form and a
repository of normative knowledge. Unlike written laws,
which are applied externally, oral narratives emerge from
within the community, reflecting lived experiences, shared
memories, and collective aspirations. They operate through
memory, performance, and social interaction, ensuring that
lessons about conflict management are transmitted across

generations.

Oral Literature: From Conflict to Resolution
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This manuscript investigates the role of oral literature in
conflict resolution among linguistic minorities by addressing
two central research questions: (1) Which narrative
structures, thematic motifs, and performative conventions
within oral literature facilitate the nonviolent resolution of
disputes? and (2) How do community members deploy these
narratives in practical mediation processes to achieve
restorative outcomes? By adopting comparative case studies
in three distinct regions—the Nuba Mountains of Sudan, the
Mapuche territories of southern Chile, and the Koro-speaking
communities in northeastern India—this study examines

diverse narrative repertoires under differing sociopolitical

conditions, performance contexts, and degrees of language

endangerment.

The significance of this investigation is threefold. First, it
contributes to anthropological understandings of how
intangible cultural heritage functions in community
governance and social regulation. Second, it enriches peace
studies by documenting indigenous mechanisms that align
with restorative justice principles, emphasizing healing over
punishment and community participation over adversarial
adjudication. Third, it has practical implications for
policymakers, development practitioners, and peacebuilders
seeking culturally resonant conflict-resolution frameworks.
As global actors increasingly recognize the limitations of top-
down justice models in multicultural contexts, insights from
oral-literary peace systems can inform more inclusive,
localized approaches to reconciliation and social cohesion. In
an era of rapid globalization, forced migration, and cultural
assimilation, preserving and promoting oral literature as an
active conflict-mitigation tool becomes a matter of both

cultural survival and sustainable peace.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Oral Literature as Cultural Repository and Social

Regulator

Seminal works by Finnegan (1970) and Vansina (1985)
position oral literature as more than mere entertainment; it is
a dynamic vehicle for encoding communal norms, moral
imperatives, and historical lessons. Proverbs condense
collective wisdom into concise aphorisms—memorable units
that guide behavior in contexts ranging from familial disputes
to broader interclan disagreements (Mieder, 2004). Folktales
imbue abstract values with narrative flesh: protagonists who
exemplify virtues such as humility, generosity, or courage
provide models for conflict management, illustrating both the
consequences of antisocial conduct and the rewards of

reconciliation (Okpewho, 1992).

Online & Print International, Peer Reviewed, Referred & Indexed Monthly Journal



Arjun Mehta [Subject: English] [I.F. 8.921] International Journal

of Research in Humanities & Soc. Sciences

Vol. 14, Issue 06, June: 2026
ISSN(P) 2347-5404 ISSN(0)2320 771X

Storytelling and Conflict Mitigation

Anthropological case studies underscore the active use of
storytelling in peacekeeping. Among West African Ewe
communities, “palaver” tales performed in village squares
allow disputants to dramatize grievances, while communal
commentary guides them toward resolution (Bakan, 2007).
Similarly, Inuit song duels historically served as ritualized
outlets for tension, channeling hostilities into performative
contest rather than violence (Dorais, 2010). These traditions
exemplify how narratives function diagnostically—
identifying the root causes of conflict—and therapeutically—

providing frameworks for catharsis and restorative dialogue.

Restorative Justice and Narrative Practices

Restorative justice paradigms prioritize repairing harm
through inclusive, participatory processes (Braithwaite,
2002). Indigenous peace circles in North America incorporate
personal storytelling to humanize offenders and give voice to
victims (Zehr, 2002). Oral literature intersects with these
mechanisms:  shared  narratives  establish  mutual
understanding, and recounted precedents legitimize
restorative outcomes. Narrative restitution—where offenders
publicly acknowledge harm within a cultural storyline—

aligns with indigenous practices of communal accountability.

Threats and Revitalization Efforts

Despite their efficacy, oral traditions face existential threats
from language attrition, migration, and sociopolitical
marginalization. UNESCO (2003) identifies over 2,400
languages as endangered, imperiling the oral repositories they
sustain. Kuruk (2004) warns that documenting oral literature
without community ownership risks commodification. Yet
revitalization initiatives—community radio programming,
school-based storytelling, and digital archiving—offer
pathways to sustain these traditions, ensuring their continued

role in peacebuilding.

METHODOLOGY

Research Design and Rationale

This exploratory qualitative study investigates oral-based
conflict-resolution mechanisms through comparative case
studies in three linguistically and culturally distinct minority
settings: the Nuba Mountains of Sudan, the Mapuche
communities of southern Chile, and the Koro minority in
India. These sites were selected for their rich storytelling
traditions, varying degrees of language endangerment, and
differing interactions with state justice systems. The research
design integrates narrative analysis of oral texts with semi-
structured interviews of key cultural stakeholders, enabling

triangulation of textual and experiential data.

Data Collection Procedures

1. Oral Text Corpus: Collaborating with local
cultural organizations, the researcher collected 45
oral narratives—comprising folktales, proverbs,
reconciliation songs, and performative anecdotes—
recorded in original languages and translated into
English. Careful attention was paid to preserving
performative features through detailed memos on
tone, thythm, and audience interaction.

2. Participant Interviews: Thirty participants were
purposively sampled: fifteen elders recognized as
tradition bearers and fifteen local mediators (e.g.,
customary judges, peace committee members).
Semi-structured interviews solicited accounts of
conflict-resolution episodes where oral narratives
played a pivotal role, reflections on narrative
efficacy, and perceptions of generational
transmission. Interviews were conducted face-to-
face in community venues, recorded, transcribed,
and translated with back-translation to ensure

accuracy.

Analytical Framework

Narrative analysis followed Riessman’s (2008) thematic—

structural approach, identifying recurrent motifs (e.g.,
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restitution, communal dialogue), narrative structures (e.g.,
problem-reaction—resolution), and performative contexts
(e.g., storytelling circles, ritual gatherings). Interview
transcripts were coded thematically in NVivo software to
extract patterns regarding narrative use in actual mediations.
Triangulation across sites facilitated identification of both

universal mechanisms and context-specific variations.
Ethical Considerations and Reflexivity

Research protocols adhered to ethical guidelines for work
with indigenous communities: obtaining informed consent,
ensuring participant anonymity, and sharing preliminary
findings with community review boards. The researcher
maintained reflexivity through field notes documenting
positionality, potential biases, and evolving relationships
with community members. A memorandum of understanding
outlined collaborative ownership of recordings and agreed-
upon dissemination strategies, ensuring cultural sensitivity

and community benefit.

RESULTS

Narrative Motifs and Conflict Framing

Analysis of the 45 oral texts revealed three core thematic
clusters: (1) Restorative Dialogue, where disputants convene
under symbolic loci (e.g., the Mapuche Nuke Mapu “Mother
Earth” hearth) to air grievances; (2) Moral Exemplars,
featuring protagonists whose altruistic or humble actions
model conflict de-escalation (e.g., Koro tales of a hunter who
shares the last game to avert clan strife); and (3) Humor and
Satire, wherein songs or anecdotes mock vindictive behavior,
employing collective laughter to shame would-be aggressors

and reinforce anti-violence norms.
Performative Context and Communal Participation

Interviews with elders underscored that narrative
performances serve dual functions: entertaining audiences

and creating a safe space for reflection. In the Nuba

Mountains, storytelling occurs in cachés—roofed, gender-
segregated enclosures—where audience members oscillate
between passive listeners and active commentators,
interjecting proverbs or moral refrains that guide the narrative
flow. Among the Mapuche, song-and-drum rituals infuse
mediation with spiritual resonance, invoking ancestors as
moral witnesses. Such performative features underscore the

collective ownership of conflict-resolution processes.

Mediator Strategies and Narrative Invocation

Local mediators reported routinely initiating dispute sessions
by recounting a locally resonant folktale or proverb. This
narrative “icebreaker” establishes shared cultural reference
points, aligning disputants’ perspectives and framing the
mediation in morally sanctioned terms. Elders described
cases where invoking the story of the “Tree of
Reconciliation”—common across multiple communities—
prompted disputants to accept livestock restitution or
elaborate apologies, thereby resolving stalemates without

external enforcement.

Cross-Contextual Variations

While core mechanisms were consistent, contextual factors
shaped application. In the Nuba context, language diversity
among subgroups necessitated code-switching performances,
with elders alternating between dialects to ensure
comprehension and inclusivity. Mapuche ceremonies
integrate ritual specialists (machis) whose spiritual authority
amplifies narrative impact. Koro mediations blend oral
literature with material offerings (e.g., rice or millet),
reflecting the agro-pastoral economy’s role in restitution

practices.

Threats and Revitalization Efforts

Participants highlighted critical challenges: youth out-
migration to urban centers reduces opportunities for
communal storytelling; national-language  schooling

marginalizes mother tongues; and digital media consumption

Online & Print International, Peer Reviewed, Referred & Indexed Monthly Journal



Arjun Mehta [Subject: English] [I.F. 8.921] International Journal

of Research in Humanities & Soc. Sciences

Vol. 14, Issue 06, June: 2026
ISSN(P) 2347-5404 ISSN(0)2320 771X

diminishes engagement with live performances. However,
community-led radio programs airing weekly storytelling
segments and inclusion of folktales in primary school
curricula emerged as effective revitalization strategies.
Digital archiving projects, co-managed by NGOs and local
committees, also show promise for preserving narrative

corpora while enabling community control over access.

CONCLUSION

This study illuminates the multifaceted role of oral literature
as an indigenous conflict-resolution mechanism among
linguistic minority communities. Through diagnostic
storytelling, narrative modeling of restorative practices, and
performative enactments that engage the entire community,
oral traditions foster nonviolent dispute management rooted
in shared cultural frameworks. Comparative analysis across
the Nuba Mountains, Mapuche territories, and Koro
communities reveals both universal narrative motifs—such as
restorative dialogue and moral exemplars—and context-
specific performative adaptations mediated by spiritual

beliefs, language diversity, and gender norms.

Findings underscore the potential for oral-based methods to
complement and, in some contexts, supersede formal legal
processes that may be inaccessible or culturally incongruent.
By invoking familiar stories and proverbs, mediators
establish legitimacy, enhance mutual understanding, and
facilitate voluntary restitution without coercion. However,
the vitality of these practices is jeopardized by language shift,
urban migration, and educational systems privileging
dominant tongues. Revitalization initiatives—community
radio, educational integration, and digital archiving—offer

pathways to sustain oral literature’s peacebuilding functions.

Policymakers and peacebuilding practitioners should
recognize and support oral-literary conflict mediation as a
culturally resonant complement to formal justice
mechanisms. This may involve legal recognition of
customary narratives in mediation protocols, funding for

community-led storytelling programs, and collaboration with

cultural institutions to document and teach oral traditions.
Ultimately, preserving and promoting oral literature as a
living heritage not only strengthens social cohesion within
minority groups but also enriches broader societal approaches

to restorative justice, equity, and sustainable peace.

SOCIAL RELEVANCE

In an increasingly interconnected yet culturally fragmented
world, linguistic minority communities often find themselves
at the crossroads of external pressures—political
marginalization, economic exploitation, and cultural
assimilation—that exacerbate internal tensions and
intergroup conflicts. Oral literature emerges as a critical
resource in such environments, offering locally grounded
frameworks for dispute resolution that emphasize dialogue,
empathy, and collective responsibility. By centering
community-generated narratives, oral-based mediation
respects indigenous epistemologies and avoids the pitfalls of
imposing external legal norms that may lack cultural

legitimacy.

The restorative dimensions of oral literature resonate with
global shifts toward more humane justice models. As
restorative justice gains traction in formal systems—
emphasizing healing over retribution—it stands to benefit
from the rich narrative repertoires of minority cultures, which
have long practiced reconciliation through story, song, and
communal ritual. Integrating these practices into broader
peacebuilding efforts can enhance social cohesion, reduce
recidivism in interpersonal conflicts, and foster cross-cultural

understanding.

Moreover, safeguarding oral literature contributes to the
broader imperative of preserving linguistic diversity.
UNESCO’s designation of intangible cultural heritage
underscores the intrinsic value of storytelling traditions—not
only as aesthetic expressions but as living systems of
knowledge transmission. Supporting community-driven
revitalization efforts—through radio, education, and digital

platforms—ensures that conflict-resolution mechanisms
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embedded in oral literature remain accessible to future

generations.

At the policy level, recognizing oral literature’s
peacebuilding potential can inform culturally sensitive
mediation protocols, particularly in post-conflict or
transitional justice settings. Legal frameworks that
accommodate storytelling-based reconciliation ceremonies
can bridge gaps between formal courts and customary
practices, expanding access to justice for marginalized
groups. For practitioners, partnering with tradition bearers
and cultural institutions to co-design mediation workshops
rooted in local narratives can yield more sustainable

outcomes than top-down interventions.

Ultimately, valuing oral literature as a resource for conflict
resolution affirms the agency and creativity of linguistic
minority communities. It honors their ancestral wisdom,
reinforces communal bonds, and positions storytelling not
merely as a relic of the past but as a living force for healing

and social harmony in the present and future.
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